
Leading aid and development agencies have come together for the first time to create new Guidelines on 
the Reintegration of Children. The Guidelines call for greater investment in reintegration, and advocate for it to 
be pursued as the primary response before other permanent care options are considered.  They are intended to help 
governments, donors, NGOs, faith-based organisations and practitioners working in a broad range of circumstances 
to make the right choices for separated children. They set out the principles for effective reintegration and provide 
practical guidance and case studies to demonstrate how reintegration can and should operate.  They can help 
organisations to design high quality programmes; train practitioners to response more effectively to the needs of 
reintegrating children; and pursue national level systemic change in support of reintegration.  The Guidelines are also a 
comprehensive starting point for more context specific policies and guidance. 

Separated children are an increasingly urgent priority as all regions of the world grapple with unprecedented 
levels of conflict, disasters, mass migration, poverty and violence. Separated children are amongst the most 
vulnerable in the world. They are less likely to attend or do well in school; less able to access health and other 
basic services; more likely to engage in anti-social and criminal behaviours; and are far more vulnerable to violence, 
exploitation, abuse and neglect. The future prospects of these children are often severely limited.  As adults, they 
are often less able to access employment, more likely to experience poverty and to be dependent on the state.1 The 
challenges faced by separated children hinder several mainstream development goals including those around growth, 
employment, poverty reduction, health, education and humanitarian preparedness and response as well as those more 
directly associated with violence. 

Reintegrating separated children back into their own families and communities is most often the best way 
to prevent and remedy the many challenges they face. A safe and secure family is key to a child’s wellbeing and 
development2 and a foundation for economic and social resilience in adulthood.  Most separated children can and 
should be reintegrated back into their own families and communities, where it is in the child’s best interests. It is 
what most separated children and their families want,3 and the importance of growing up in a family is supported 
by international legal and policy frameworks.  With the right support, children can be effectively reintegrated in all 
settings, including resource-poor contexts.

Reintegration is a sustained and complex process that must be handled carefully in order to be effective. It is not 
a one-off event, and involves extensive preparation and follow up. It requires investment in both the case management 
of individual children and in the broader child protection, education, justice and social protection systems that 
surround them.  And it requires a rights-based approach in which children are at the centre.  For a minority of children, 
reintegration may not be in the child’s best interests and decisions must be made on an individual basis.

There are several key priorities in creating an environment that is fully supportive of reintegration. These include:

1. Family for Every Child (2014) Why Care Matters: The impact of care on children and society, London: Family for Every Child 
2. See the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, preamble (UN 1989).
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